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6 EOSC Federation Policies (Outline) 
This chapter will outline the policies governing access and participation in the EOSC Federation. 
These policies are critical for ensuring the effective functioning and integrity of the federation 
and apply to both providers and users of EOSC resources. The lifecycle of EOSC Federation 
policies begins with their approval by the EOSC governance bodies. 

6.1 Rules of Participation 

A set of core principles underpins all EOSC policies. These include the principles of openness, 
alignment with FAIR (Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, and Reusable) data standards, 
adherence to ethical research practices, and interoperability with EOSC’s architecture. These 
principles, defined in 2021 by the EOSC Executive Board, serve as the foundation for the 
federation’s Rules of Participation (RoP). This section is dedicated to describing the Rules of 
Participation key to maintaining a seamless and secure ecosystem within EOSC. For EOSC 
Nodes, this involves meeting criteria such as having a legal entity based in an EU member state 
or associated country, ensuring that services adhere to FAIR principles, and actively contributing 
to core EOSC functions like authentication, authorization, and monitoring. Nodes must also 
engage with the community through training and sustainability efforts, demonstrating a 
commitment to long-term operations. 

6.2 Access Policy 

Resource providers are responsible for ensuring that their services are aligned with EOSC 
policies and are accessible to the wider federation. Providers must define clear access policies 
for their resources, including usage terms and conditions. These policies ensure that users can 
access resources transparently, and in the case of open-access resources, that reuse rights are 
clearly defined. 

This chapter introduces an Access Policy (AP) framework, which regulates how users can 
access EOSC resources. Providers set these policies, which may vary depending on the type of 
resource and the user’s credentials. Special considerations are required for open-access 
resources, where reuse rights and intellectual property conditions must be explicitly stated. 

6.3 Acceptable Usage Policy 

Finally, the chapter references the Acceptable Usage Policy, which ensures that all users operate 
within legal and ethical boundaries, and touches on the Ethical, Legal, and Social Implications 
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(ELSI) Policy. The latter addresses broader societal concerns and ensures that EOSC’s 
operations remain compliant with legal and ethical standards. 

In summary, Chapter 6 will provide a comprehensive overview of the mandatory policies for 
participating in the EOSC Federation. These policies ensure that all nodes, resources, and users 
contribute to a secure, interoperable, and sustainable research ecosystem. 


