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The EOSC Federation and the role of Nodes
Main points in the position paper
https://eosc.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/20231112-Short-paper-on-the-EOSC-Federation-draft-v3.pdf

EOSC Federation
• is a federation of distributed systems (‘system of systems’)
• enables collaboration to achieve common goals and users to access additional resources beyond their usual environment
• has policies and rules defined by the legal entity governing the EOSC Federation
• consists of multiple “Nodes“
• can be scaled by adding more Nodes

EOSC Nodes
• contain resources adding value to the Federation
• act as the legal representative that can interact with EOSC’s governance structure
• offer interfaces that comply with the EOSC Interoperability Framework
• control their own operations and resources and ensure that policies are followed within the Node
• may vary in their local policies, the resources to which they provide access and the infrastructure on which they are built

Initiatives (European, national, regional, institutional or thematic) may join the EOSC Federation and become EOSC 
Nodes when they meet the requirements listed above

https://eosc.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/20231112-Short-paper-on-the-EOSC-Federation-draft-v3.pdf


Revised draft 
Additional feedback received in Dec’23
• Instruct-ERIC
• Uppsala University
• CREAF
• Oslo University
• ERIC-forum
• Athena

Points highlighted

• Clarify what is legal representation of a node
• Define how nodes interact with the EOSC governance
• Explain how RIs map on to nodes and EOSC federation
• Explain the role of the EOSC EU node in the EOSC 

federation
• Elaborate how nodes will be funded
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Peter Szegedi (DG-CNECT)
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Peter Szegedi (DG-CNECT)



Status of Components of EOSC governance framework
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Table extracted from EOSC Focus deliverable report D5.1



Engage with different stakeholders to advance the understanding of the EOSC Federation and Nodes

• DG CNECT on the scope and usage of the EU Node
• Candidates to test integration of nodes/means of verification and validation of performance
• Relationship to other data spaces (DSSC Strategic Stakeholder Forum https://dssc.eu/)

• DG RTD on the governance framework
• EOSC tripartite meetings (16 April’24, etc.)

• EOSC-A Mandated Organisations & funding organisations forum on national nodes
• zoom based meetings to be organized (proposed 9 Feb & 22 March 24)

• EOSC-A ESFRI RI Working Group on thematic nodes
• ERIC Forum meeting 28 Feb’24
• ESFRI-EOSC Task Force meetings

• E-infrastructures on e-infra nodes via possible future EOSC-A Working Group
• Building on exchanges held at e-IRG workshop in Valencia in Nov’23

Progressively compile a first draft of the future EOSC handbook of operations document

EOSC-A plans for 2024
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• Purpose
• Goals & Purpose of EOSC 

• Operational structure and responsibilities
• Federating Entity
• Nodes

• Governance and legal framework
• Governance structure
• Legal framework
• Policies (Rules of Participation, Access Policy, Acceptable Usage Policy, ELSI, IP, etc.)
• Communication and External Relations
• Risk management

• EOSC platform
• FAIR Data & Services (Core, Exchange)
• Interoperability (EOSC Interoperability Framework)
• Training

• Technical Operations

EOSC handbook of operations
Possible table of contents
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• EOSC-A has drafted a paper defining the EOSC Federation and its building blocks, EOSC 
Nodes

• EOSC-A will continue to lead on shaping the definition of the EOSC Federation and the role of 
EOSC Nodes

• In 2024, EOSC-A intends to build on this paper and engage with different stakeholder groups 
to develop a handbook of operations that provides policies, guidelines, recommendations and 
related procedures for the EOSC Federation
• EOSC-A members are encouraged to work with us to ensure this material addresses their needs
• We will repeat these webinars during the year to share the progress

• Key to this evolution is the agreement on the future EOSC governance model (post 2027)

Further defining the EOSC Federation
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