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Panel Composition

Moderator:
● Stefan Hanslik, Austrian Federal Ministry for Education, Science and Research;

Open Science Austria;   Chair of e-IRG

Panelists
● Francesca Frontini, CNR/ILC (Italy); also involved in the EOSC Task Force Research careers and curricula
● Sarah Jones, Member of the board of directors of the EOSC Association
● Tshiamo Motshegwa, Director African Open Science Platform (ASOP)
● Wouter Schallier, Chief Hernán Santa Cruz Library and Web Services Unit,  Latin America (UN/ECLAC) remotely
● Lee Wilson, Director of RDM at Digital Research Alliance of Canada

https://www.osa-openscienceaustria.at/person/stefan-hanslik/
https://e-irg.eu/
https://sites.google.com/site/francescafrontini/
https://eosc.eu/advisory-groups/data-stewardship-curricula-and-career-paths
https://eosc.eu/board-directors/sarah-jones
https://www.nrf.ac.za/african-open-science-platform-aosp-new-nrf-appointments/
https://www.cepal.org/en/about
https://alliancecan.ca/en/about/our-team/lee-wilson
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Alliance plays a critical 
role as: 
1. Leading federated operations of 

critical infrastructure
2. A funder for DRI initiatives
3. A leader of DRI strategy for Canada

…All with a focus on 
serving Canada’s 
researchers
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National RDM Services & Programs

Discover Canadian 
Research Data

RDM Network of Experts



• 5 national host sites, federated 
user support

• Mix of general purpose and 
specialist systems

• Providing Community Cloud & 
Traditional HPC

• Serving a large user community 
with diverse needs



Recommendations (1/2)
Interoperability in national and global contexts
• Increased interoperability is needed to form a cohesive national data platform that

provides services holistically and seamlessly across the research data lifecycle, and can
connect to global infrastructure.

• Where appropriate, make use of open source, internationally supported software, 
standards, or infrastructure to ensure global interoperability.

• Investments in national PID infrastructure and strategy development is a means of
advancing interoperability among disparate systems.

The complexity of multilingualism
• It is essential to approach development for new (and existing) services with

multilingualism in mind from the outset and not rely on developing a system in one
language and then attempting to translate it at the end.

• Multilingual support requires additional resourcing that must be planned for at the outset.



Recommendations (2/2)

Skills development
• Important to consider the different educational and experiential pathways for those 

supporting and using research data infrastructure services to inform professional 
development strategies.

• Continuous learning and upskilling opportunities are needed to contend with the rapidly 
changing landscape and technological developments.

• We should take a global perspective to skills development and consider approaches 
taken internationally around Data Stewardship training and education.











Concrete action

How to galvanise around concrete projects to build trust, collaborations and advance 

open science globally:  action the  2022  Brno declaration 

https://www.icri2022.cz/post/brno-declaration-on-fostering-a-global-ecosystem-of-research-infrastructures.html


-a distributed network of 70 centres

-23 members: AT, BE, BG, CY, CZ, DE, DK, EE, ES, FI, 
GR, HR, HU, IS, IT, LT, LV, NL, NO, PL, PT, SE, SI

-3 observers: CH,UK,ZA

-1 third party

EOSC-A Task Forces

Francesca Frontini (CNR/ILT)



Interoperability across 
domains, regions 
is an objective, but can also represent a 
cost and an additional burden (resources, 
efforts, skills) for infrastructures, which are 
focused on catering for the needs of their 
communities; the benefits may not be 
immediately visible to all interested 
parties. To be achieved, we need both a 
system of incentives, and some 
convincing "success stories".



Skills Development

Data Stewardship is certainly well developed in 
some regions, and an asset for our data 
infrastructures, but a lot has to be done.

Ensure a system of incentives for Researchers
and their careers.

Ensure adequate training and career paths for 
Data professionals also in terms of harmonisation 
across countries.

Global mobility in the Open Science professions, 
can also be a mean to facilitate interoperability.



Multilingualism

Multilingualism, especially in data and 
service infrastructures, should not be an 
afterthought; multilinguality for metadata is 
easier to achieve with the progress of 
language technologies, but provisions 
should be made for platforms and interfaces 
to be able to easily accommodate it.

Multilingual terminologies for the Open 
Science domain can also help to build 
bridges across communities.



Wouter Schallier
Hernán Santa Cruz Library at UN ECLAC

● ECLAC (www.cepal.org)
○ one of the 5 Regional Commissions of the United Nations
○ HQ is based in Santiago de Chile
○ unique regional coverage in Latin America and the Caribbean
○ Library has played a crucial role in offering a regional platform to Open Science community

http://www.cepal.org


EOSC and Open Science will be international, or not be…

Before we can talk about interoperability, we first need to talk about availability 
and usability of data.

Access to quality data from regions outside Europe is vital for the further growth of 
EOSC.

More concrete steps should be made to equip research institutions and 
researchers in Latin America, the Caribbean and Africa with data skills in order to 
guarantee the availability of FAIR and CARE data.



Open Science an instrument for equity and inclusion?

Open Science can also become an instrument for inequality and exclusion just like the 
traditional scholarly communication system.

If researchers from Europe from the start have an important strategic advantage 
over their colleagues from the Global South,

If the researchers in the Global South don’t have the skills and instruments to 
exploit data in the same way as their colleagues in Europe, 

If commercial companies take control over research data, 

Then researchers in the Global South will lose control over their research data. And 
Europe may also lose access to data from the Global South. 



Conclusions

Global Open Science initiatives should support and work with regions such as 
Latin America where there is a long tradition of Diamond Open Access to 
publications, but not necessarily a data culture. 

We need our global collaboration to act as a catalyst for open data, across 
European borders, with special attention to the Global South. 



- Large EC initiative to build an OS solution

● EOSC = European Open Science Cloud

● Huge EC investment in infrastructure – €350 million 
in initial development phase and at least €1 billion 
co-investment foreseen for next 7 years

● Governance is a three-party collaboration

● Partnership MOU between EC and EOSC 
Association (legal entity) to govern/oversee the 
implementation

● Representation of Member States in Steering Board

● Attempt to blend top down & bottom up

Sarah Jones (EOSC Association / GÉANT)





Interoperability is biggest global challenge

● Lack of connection between 
infrastructure at different levels

● Some successes with federated 
EOSC AAI and resources catalogue

● Cross-domain interoperability still a 
way off → need to identify and 
prioritise concrete use cases based 
on global challenges e.g. SDGs



To the on site and online audience:  Vielen Dank!

For a summary of the recommendations and follow-up, please 
check this page:

https://eosc.eu/events/international-data-week-2023/

https://eosc.eu/events/international-data-week-2023/

